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Quick Decision Guide for Proposed Safety Levies 
(Passenger and Other Commercial Operations)

Please note: An operator may be required to pay multiple 
Safety Levies depending on the type of operations 
conducted. It is important that an operator considers all  
of the following decision trees before determining which 
Safety Levies              apply to them.could



CATEGORIES OF OPERATIONS SAFETY LEVIES

Hours flown

Number of 
launches or 

descents

Hours flown

Hours flown

Tonnes carried

Passenger Sectors 
flown

A

B

C

D

E

F

PASSENGER

Description

Operators carrying > 20,000 passengers pa. in accordance with 
section 5 of the Civil Aviation (Safety) Levis Order 2002.

Adventure aviation flight operations using New Zealand  
registered aircraft.

Launch or descent operations (including tandem parachute,  
paraglider or hang glider operations) using aircraft not required 

to be registered in New Zealand.

Large- and medium-sized commercial aeroplane operations      
(excludes freight-only operations; operations where agricultural products are applied; & 

passenger transport operations of > 20,000 passengers pa.)

Small-sized commercial aeroplane or helicopter operations        
(excludes freight-only operations; operations where agricultural products are applied; & 

passenger transport operations of > 20,000 passengers pa.)

Operations where agricultural products are applied.

Freight-only operations.

Based onCategory

Tonnes carried



Are you conducting an  
international passenger 
air transport operation?

Pay International  
Passenger Levy

Pay Domestic 
ANZA 

Passenger Levy

Pay Category C 
Operations 
Safety Levy

Pay Domestic  
Non-ANZA 

Passenger Levy

Pay Category D 
Operations 
Safety Levy

Do you transport 
>20,000 passengers per
annum (in accordance
with section 5 of the
Civil Aviation (Safety) 
Levies Order 2002)?

Are you 
conducting this 
operation under 

the ANZA 
agreement?

Are you 
conducting 

this operation 
in a large 

or medium 
aeroplane 

(under Rule part 
121 or 125)?

Yes

No

ONE

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Are you conducting a 
passenger air transport 
operation?



TWO

Are you operating an 
aircraft required to  

have a New Zealand 
“ZK-” registration?

Does the operation 
involve a parachute 

drop?

Pay Category B 
Operations Safety Levy

Pay Category A 
Operations Safety Levy

Pay Category B 
Operations Safety Levy

Yes

No

Yes

No

Are you conducting an 
adventure aviation operation?
(the operation of any aircraft in adventure aviation)



Are you conducting operations  
using a large or medium aircraft  
(under Rule part 121 or 125)?

Pay Category F 
Operations Safety Levy 

(see 5. A commercial  
freight-only operation)

Pay Category F 
Operations Safety Levy 

(see 5. A commercial  
freight-only operation)

Pay Category E 
Operations Safety Levy

Pay Category E 
Operations Safety Levy

Pay Category C 
Operations Safety Levy

Are you using the aircraft 
to apply agricultural 

product?

Are you using the aircraft 
to apply agricultural 

product?

Are you conducting a 
freight-only operation with 

the aircraft?

Are you conducting a 
freight-only operation with 

the aircraft?

Are you conducting an 
operation using an aeroplane 
(large, medium or small) 
or a helicopter 
purposes other than 
passenger air transport 
or adventure aviation?

THREE

YesNo

YesYes NoNo

Pay Category D 
Operations Safety Levy

Yes YesNo No

for commercial 



Pay Category E  
Operations Safety Levy

Pay Category F  
Operations Safety Levy

Are you conducting a 
commercial  agricultural 
operation where product 
is applied? 

Are you conducting 
a commercial  
freight-only operation? 

FOUR FIVE



Pay Participation Levy  
“Heavy” category

Does the MCTOW of the aircraft exceed 100,000 kg?

Are you 
conducting a private  
(non-commercial)  
aircraft operation  
or a Part 141  
flight school 
operation?

SIX

Does the MCTOW of the 
aircraft exceed 5,700 kg?

Does the MCTOW of the 
aircraft exceed 13,600 kg?

Pay Participation Levy 
“Medium Heavy” category

Does the MCTOW of the aircraft exceed 2,730 kg? Pay Participation Levy “Medium” category

Does the MCTOW of the aircraft exceed 1,000 kg? Pay Participation Levy “Medium Light” category

Pay Participation Levy “Light” categoryPay Participation Levy “Very Light” category

YesNo

YesNo

YesNo

Yes

Yes

No

No



Are you conducting 
passenger air transport 

operations?

Are you already required 
to pay a Passenger Levy 
(International, Domestic 
(Non-ANZA), Domestic 

(ANZA))?

No Operator Safety Levy 
required to be paid

No Operator 
Safety Levy 
required to  

be paid

Also pay Operator 
Safety Levy

Also pay 
Operator Safety 

Levy

Are you already required 
to pay a Category B 

Operations Safety Levy?

Also pay Operator 
Safety Levy

Are you 
also already 

required to pay 
an Operations 

Safety Levy 
in any other 

category 
(A, C, D, E, F)?

Are you already 
required to pay 
an “Operations” 
Safety Levy?
(to determine who is required 
to also pay an “Operator”  
Safety Levy)

SEVEN

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No



EIGHT

Pay Operator Safety 
Levy “Heavy” category

Does the MCTOW of the aircraft exceed 100,000 kg?

Are you already 
required to pay  
an “Operator”  
Safety Levy?
(to determine which category of 
“Operator” Safety Levy applies)

Does the MCTOW of the 
aircraft exceed 5,700 kg?

Does the MCTOW of the 
aircraft exceed 13,600 kg?

Pay Operator Safety Levy 
“Medium Heavy” category

Does the MCTOW of the aircraft exceed 2,730 kg? Pay Operator Safety Levy “Medium” category

Does the MCTOW of the aircraft exceed 1,000 kg? Pay Operator Safety Levy “Medium Light” category

Pay Operator Safety Levy “Light” categoryPay Operator Safety Levy “Very Light” category

YesNo

YesNo

YesNo

Yes

Yes

No

No



Contact

Civil Aviation Authority of New Zealand
Level 15, 55 Featherston Street, Wellington 6011 
P O Box 3555, Wellington 6140, New Zealand.

T +64 4 560 9400
F  +64 4 560 2024
E  info@caa.govt.nz

www.caa.govt.nz




