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Martyn Stacey says since Carterton, wherever
he is a balloon fiesta flight director, he reiterates
ety procedures when flying near powerlines.
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Mark Brown says because of Carterton,
he’s more ready to call a balloon flight off
if conditions are not good.

“There's always another day,” he says.

“For instance, training used to be quite random,
but each operator now has a very robust,
thorough, formalised programme to get people

to the standard where they can fly
as a single pilot with passengers. The ground crew
also has set training.”

The Transport Accident Investigation Commission (TAIC),
which found the accident was due to pilot error, could not
discount the possible effect on Lance Hopping's judgement, of
a small amount of cannabis found in his system. TAIC said the
quantity was consistent with Hopping having smoked the drug
four to six hours before the fatal flight.

Rex Kenny said that finding, and an earlier one that two
skydiving instructors who died with seven others in the 2010
Fox Glacier accident, also had cannabis in their systems, led to
Part 115 being beefed up.

“It's now mandatory for each operator under 115 to have a
drug and alcohol testing programme. ”

Both Mark Brown and Martyn Stacey say they were shocked
by the revelation that Hopping had cannabis in his system,
with Martyn observing that formalising drug and alcohol
testing, as part of the rule, can only be a good thing.

“I've always had testing in my company, but some family
businesses weren't bothered. But now we all have to do it.
You just accept it as part of the operation.

“It also gives the public confidence in what we do.”

Rex Kenny still shakes his head in disbelief at Lance Hopping's
decision to try to outclimb the power lines with which the
Cameron A210 balloon came into contact, rather than use
the recommended rapid descent procedure.

Martyn says since the Carterton tragedy, as the flight director
of balloon fiestas around the country, at every pre-flight
briefing he has reiterated safety procedures when flying
near powerlines.
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“The safety message has always been there,

but now we're making sure they really do
know what to do about power line contact or pre-
power line contact.”

The media made much of the fact that Hopping didn't have a
current medical certificate. But there appears to be agreement
that it would've had no material effect on the Carterton flight.
But as TAIC said, “It did show a disregard for complying with
the rules.”

Rex Kenny says it's still the responsibility of the operator to
keep their medical certificate current. However, as part of
increased CAA auditing, inspectors do check.

“I'd had quite a bit to do with Lance professionally, he was
always at the fiestas and at least one year he was safety
officer. He was never backward in pointing the finger at other
operators if he thought they were flying unsafely and the
sector held him in high regard.

“What happened with Lance Hopping really was down to
‘human factors’. We can’t check every flight and every pilot
every time they go up, and the sector would not want us to."”

However, Rex is confident Part 115 is doing its job. “When it
first came in, we did have a couple of companies — one of them
a long-standing operator — that couldn't make the grade.
And they were ones we were always a bit concerned about.
Part 115 does give us the ability to follow through on operators
we have issues with.”

Since 115 came in and the demise of those two operators,
a fresh ballooning company has entered the market, taking the
commercial ballooning community to just four (there are close
to 70 private balloonists in BAANZ).

Mark Brown says he occasionally talks to other commercial
operators about safety issues. That was particularly so after
the Carterton accident.

“As a group we came to the conclusion that in similar
circumstances we would have more than likely ‘vented and
dropped the balloon’ rather than try to rise up and go over.” m





